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Miss Helen Keller, accompanied Miss Polly Thomson, boarding the plane New 
York International Airport, bound for Cairo and Near Eastern countries. 
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WHEN POLLy AND SET OUT our 
flight the Near East last spring 
behalf the blind and the deaf, 
seemed breath from the 
bian Nights” had drifted from 
across the world. thrilled think 
that was actually visit the lands 
had read about the Bible during al- 
most lifetime—Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, 
Jordan, Palestine and Israel. 

The zest had the undertaking 
was all the keener because the warm 
co-operation with which the American 
Foundation for Overseas Blind and the 
John Milton Society for the Blind had 
conducted 
ence with leading personalities Near 
Eastern lands and obtained informa- 
tion vital lectures. was es- 
pecially appreciative this 
cause the programs prepared for 
over there were many ways different 
from any had worked on—speeches 
before faculties and students uni- 
versities all the way from Cairo 
Jerusalem, and naturally was anxi- 
ous meet those responsibilities credi- 
tably. The John Milton Society secured 
for Polly and the services Mr. 
Karl Meyer, Director the School for 
the Blind under Swiss management 
Beirut, Lebanon. has had wide ex- 
perience activities for the blind 
the Arabic world, and himself 
dedicated worker their service. His 
knowledge the lands through which 
travelled, his expansive friendliness 
and his resourcefulness relieved 
many time-consuming details and en- 


abled tackle our tasks more effec- 
tively. 
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also most grateful Mr. Dean 
Acheson, the American Office Near 
East Affairs, the United States Public 
Health Service, the Office Vocational 
Rehabilitation the Federal Security 
Agency for their assistance. They in- 
structed the American embassies and 
legations the lands listed 
tour arrange for Polly’s and com- 
fort, attend the publicity and other 
local matters and ask the governments 
invite their guests during our 
stay. was indeed harmony good- 
will and helpfulness that stirred 
whatever good resulted from ef- 
forts for the handicapped the Arab 
lands. 

Polly and arrived after midnight 
Cairo April 15th. Mr. Meyer met 
the airport, and Government 
car bore the Semiramis Hotel. 
found hard realize that terrible 
riots had recently broken out Cairo, 
and the city was still under martial 
law. All the personnel the Semiramis 
had retired, but the proprietor wel- 
comed most kindly and served 
with light refreshments before went 
bed. 

The first person met the next 
morning was Madame Zahia Marzouk 
from the Ministry Social Affairs. Her 
firm handshake was happy presage 
visited the Perkins Institution for the 
Blind, and she resolved befriend the 
forlorn, neglected children without 
sight her country. That decision 
had not weakened with the years, and 
was touched the earnestness 
her interest everything concerning 
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the blind. Putting hand her 
bright face, was braced its ex- 
pression quick intelligence, strong 
will and power grasp situations 
they arose. 

The press interviewed the 
balcony the hotel that overlooks 
the Nile flowing through the city. 
Their informal friendliness was de- 
lightful. They asked why had come 
Egypt. expressed deep concern for 
the blind and the deaf still unhelped 
Egypt and pleaded the duty the 
people provide them with means 
education and training for self-sup- 
port. spoke Taha Hussein Pasha, 
former Minister Education, 
splendid example what firm will 
and purpose life can accomplish de- 
spite blindness any other physical 
misfortune. The blind and the deaf, 


continued, have minds that 
developed, hands that can trained, 
and ambitions which right for 
them try realize, and the public 
must aid them generously they are 
make the best themselves and 
earn living. Also said wanted 
encourage Egypt preventing blind- 
ness and the protection sight 
one God’s most precious gifts 
humanity. was sunny day, and the 
newspaper people took pictures 
“looking” the Nile. Polly described 
the light upon the water unique, 
soft, retaining the transparency 
sapphire. From the warm smell 
gained strong impression the river 
the benign, fruitful mother Nile, 
but was soon acquire mingled feel- 
ings regarding its beneficence. 

That evening attended recep- 


Seated: Dr. Moones Housain (son Dr. Taha Housain Pasha), Dr. Taha Housain 
Pasha, Miss Keller, Miss Thomson, Mme. Taha Housain. Standing: Mr. Karl Meyer, 
Director the School for the Blind, Beirut, Lebanon, (who accompanied Miss Keller 
and Miss Thomson through the Near Eastern countries) and Mr. Moslimany the 
Ministry Social Affairs (Egypt). 
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tion the American Embassy, given 
Ambassador and Mrs. Caffery, whom 
had met Paris during 1946 our 
much interrupted journey Greece. 
Many Americans were present, among 
them Dr. Edward Keyes, attache, 
and his wife and number people 
working “Point Four.” was 
revelation how absorbed and en- 
thusiastic those young men and women 
were helping backward peoples 
obtain the adequate nourishment that 
mandatory solving their social 
and economic problems. 
splendid effort develop from ex- 
perimental stage into effective or- 
ganization for the welfare mankind! 

Dr. Keyes escorted Polly and 
various meetings and social functions 
privilege stimulated his gen- 
ial presence and thoughtful interest 
activities, and feel that his happy 
faculty saying the timely word and 
preserving good-will between different 
races gave real impetus work 
for the blind Egypt. 

The first establishment for the handi- 
capped which visited Thursday 
the 17th was the School for Deaf Girls 
Matariah, under the supervision 
Mr. Sayed Fattah, inspector Special 
Schools for the Ministry Education. 
that capacity had waged per- 
servering campaign against popular 
prejudice and governmental indiffer- 
ence obtain several schools for the 
blind and the deaf Egypt. have 
never experienced more lovable na- 
ture than that Mr. Fattah. Like 
Madame Marzouk was inspired 
his labors for the handicapped the 
Perkins Institution. His beaming op- 
timism, overflowing goodness heart 
and unfailing sense humor qualified 
him admirably for his long struggle 
give the deaf and the blind Egypt 
chance. 
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spent happy hour with the deaf 
girls; they were friendly, well 
taught and full the joy life. Some 
them read Arabic from the lips very 
well, and Mr. Fattah interpreted 
little talk them charmingly. told 
the girls that acquiring speech was the 
chief difficulty they had overcome, 
and wanted them work hard 
their articulation and justify the faith 
the teachers their powers. said 
that they did, that would their 
proudest accomplishment. 

the afternoon delivered lecture 
hekma. The faculties and students from 
several colleges were gathered there. 
expressed gratification hearing 
that the Egyptian Government has es- 
tablished research station check the 
spread trachoma, and that blindness 
had decreased somewhat during the 
past fifty years, but suggested ways 
the students assisting their oph- 
thalmologists—to get laws for enforc- 
ing eye hygiene, bring about public 
habits that would protect the people’s 
sight and find large financial means 
for equipping eye hospitals and mobile 
clinics, the training more and more 
nurses and assistant surgeons who 
would carry the gospel prevention 
into the hearts twenty million Egyp- 
tians. 

amazement was invited af- 
terwards meeting oculists where 
Dr. Khalil, friend Dr. Conrad 
Berens, addressed special word 
me. was glad, said, report 
that there has been reduction fifty 
per cent blindness the last ten years. 
was relieved his testimony, but 
told him was still true that dread- 
ful belt darkness stretches through- 
out Egypt, and that tremendous ad- 
ditional exertion would required 
bring that foe mankind under con- 
trol. 
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Friday the 18th was the Moslem Sab- 
bath. Knowing how much wanted 
see what could Egypt, Madame 
Marzouk took out get view 
the city. visited beautiful 
mosque, and special slippers were fas- 
tened our feet entered. Ex- 
quisite lights were flashed each room 
through which fingers 
were actually “drunk” with the never- 
ending variety carvings which felt 
every wall and door. 
heights occupied the mosque the 
view the city was magnificent. 
watched the faithful taking their ab- 
lutions before they prayed. Remember- 
ing that dawn the voice the muez- 
zin rouses them from sleep, and that 
they wash and pray five times day, 
marvelled their devotion. 

From the mosque Polly and went 
lunch with Madame and Monsieur 
Marzouk their pleasant home. had 
most interesting discussion with 
Marzouk his breath-taking engineer- 
ing project the Nile. told 
how and corporation engineers 


and medical experts are laboring 
purify the Nile from the scourge 


snake that causes slow but sure death 
countless peasants who walk bare- 
footed the mud left the Nile after 
its annual overflow. will take many 
years, said, before the enterprise 
completed, and the people learn the 
principles hygiene, but was thrilled 
his confidence ultimate success. 
How fortunate will compared 
with the Pharaohs who harnessed only 
fits and starts one the most wily, 
devious rivers earth. 

After lunch, Madame took 
another mosque where saw the 
tombs the royal family, and again 
hands were deluged with the charm 
carvings beautiful only Orientals 
can make them. Polly and were fas- 
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cinated drove listening Mad- 
ame’s talk about her study Egypt’s 
colossal social problems, and sensed 
the yearnings her big heart over 
the multitudes children that are vic- 
tims ignorance, poverty and disease, 
delinquent youth and unnumbered 
women still subjected the enslaving 
traditions the past. dropped 
into her office for few minutes, and 
mountain papers which she must 
give careful attention the Director 
Social Security the Ministry 
Social Affairs every day. Her friendly 
greetings all workers who entered 
left the office created cheerful at- 
mosphere. Next, stopped one 
the old shops, the House Silks. 
What fairy-like fabrics and gorgeous 
colors surrounded that ancient, 
crowded shop luxury! 

The 19th was typical day work— 
and during the five weeks spent 
the Mohammedan world Polly and 
had over hundred separate engage- 
ments. They included many receptions 
stir interest the handicapped, 
thirty public meetings, visits in- 
stitutions and many interviews, mostly 
with governmental officials. 

the igth April passed 
wonderful but all too brief hour the 
Cairo Museum where the Director had 
generously granted permission 
touch some the treasures. Among 
them were the statues the Pharaohs 
—the only persons allowed wear 
beards, altars surrounded 
deified monarchs covered with the 
wings eagle the majestic mane 
lion, and the Nile god with Lotus 
wreathed round his wrist, whom the 
birds looked for drink. For the first 
time old Egypt seemed real with 
the strange magic its name, Egypt 
where whole civilizations and religions 
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His Excellency Radi Abou Seid Radi Bey, the Egyptian Minister Social Affairs, Miss 
Keller, Miss Thomson, His Excellency the Premier, Ibrahim Pasha Abdel Hadi Pashi, 
President the Egyptian Association for the Welfare the Blind. 


thousands years old lay buried, Egypt 
which had perhaps witnessed the dis- 
appearance Atlantis, Egypt which 
had served meeting-point between 
Judaism and Christianity. 

From the Museum hurried the 
government school and workshop for 
the blind Zeitoun. was excel- 
lent school. The boys were lively 
their response appreciative words 
and touch the shoulder, attentive 
their lessons and eager for normal 
life. was pleased with the fine spirit 
shown the workshop, the excellent 
quality the goods produced and the 
ever welcome presence Mr. Fattah. 

Afterwards met lunch several 
the officials who were planning the 
establishment United Nations dem- 
onstration project for the education 
the blind the Arabic world. the 
few words addressed them told 
them how eagerly had followed their 
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plans for the instruction the sight- 
less the Near East and the Orient, 
with them just the first-fruits 
action were beginning show them- 
selves. course added that would 
take time for such vast projects the 
United Nations has formulated af- 
ford the blind all lands opportunities 
communication with each other, but 
when the blind are once aware the 
achievements within their reach, there 
will limit their progress. Since 
then this new demonstration center for 
the blind has been opened Cairo, 
which Mr. Arthur Magill To- 
ronto, himself without sight, the 
Director. 

Madame Marzouk, Polly and went 
that afternoon charming tea, where 
all the guests were Egyptian women. 
was impressed their alertness, refine- 
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ment and wide-awake spirit. talked 
about happiness, music and the kind 
faith that achieves. Most them 
were Moslems, but was home 
the sincere spirit with which they wor- 
ship “God the Unique, the Eternal, 
the Omnipotent, the Compassionate.” 
They were really earnest about their 
future role the life their nation. 
Though few number, could see 
that they gained strength their 
social work, they would the Nile 
overflowing dry land and leaving 
healthy soil for humane civilization 
which all the people would have 
share. The women asked many in- 
telligent questions about the blind and 
methods aiding They made 
promises, but felt positive that 
they would exert their influence be- 
half their blind fellow-creatures, and 
now have the pleasure hearing 
from Egyptian friends that the women 
their country are rapidly forming 
voluntary associations for the exiles 
the dark. 

After the tea drove out bun- 
galow owned the Doss family 
the desert where spent the night. 
had often read about deserts but noth- 
ing like what sensed that one un- 
der the shadow the pyramids and the 
stars. The silence around was im- 
mense, unfriendly life and growth, 
waste air swaying out me, silence 
stretching endlessly 
sands every direction. was si- 
lence dread meaning which could 
not first fathom. Then memories 
awoke the animistic beliefs 
had studied college, and the revolt- 
ing accounts had read oppression 
ancient Egypt when the tyrant Pha- 
raohs had those 
reared out the sweat, the groans and 
the deaths multitudes human be- 
ings, that they—the kings—might 
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through eternity and their bodies pre- 
served against the elements homes 
for their vital spark and their souls! 
shuddered realized how the slaves 
had journeyed from the Nile under 
the lash, dragging sledges whose 
ropes cut into their collar-bones, huge 
quantities granite and other ma- 
terials the site where the pyramids 
were rising layer upon layer. recalled 
the terrific revenues wrung from their 
villages for the priests make sacri- 
fices the souls their deified kings— 
souls doubt nearer akin croco- 
diles than mankind. was retrib- 
utive silence covering nameless gen- 
erations whom incredible self-love 
high places had ruined 
into nothingness the pride that had 
aspired reign instead the Divine 
Humility that God. 

How regretted the shortness 
stay Egypt, that would prevent 
from catching other aspects the des- 
ert visiting Luxor, Memphis, Thebes 
sailing the Nile! 

The following week was planned for 
the utmost accomplishment bringing 
the problems the blind the at- 
tention important officials. 
invited meeting the Egyptian 
Association for the Blind, whose heart- 
breaking appeal revealed the 
desperate needs that class whole. 
For fifteen years the association had 
struggled along with brush and mop 
workshop where the blind earned two 
pounds and monthly—only 
enough pay for poor room, shabby 
clothing and food, and that time 
the shop was closed. 

The Noor Society, “Light for the 
Blind,” invited Polly and de- 
lightful tea Cairo garden full 
flowers with swimming-pool. Mr. 
Shalen, the President, 
blind, but has brilliant mind, the 
heart poet and gift expressing 
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himself lucid English. The Society 
tries every way raise the social 
and intellectual status the sightless, 
maintains small brush and mop work- 
shop for them, aids them illness, 
unemployment death and keeps 
clinic for treating their families free. 
They also try 
among the blind through the teaching 
braille. heart-warming speech 
the tea Mr. Shalen said, now 
henceforth the blind not need 
grieve; for our merciful God gave 
Louis Braille for one eye and Helen 
Keller for the honored 
with exquisite statuette Queen 
Nefertite, known for her beauty, her 
sweet voice and her lovely white hands. 

schedule were talks the 
College for American Girls and high 
school for Egyptians. pleased very 
much hear from several persons 
the audience that had succeeded 
showing how the deaf-blind, when 
properly taught, may find their way 
work, friendship and the goodness 
life. morning coffee reception 
spoke the Cairo Women’s Club. 
said had always looked upon women 
allies movements for the 
handicapped, and was heartened 
the generous eagerness the Club 
serve them. suggested that the mem- 
bers might able speed the 
children blind deaf, opening work- 
shops for sightless adults and erecting 
centers train special teachers who 
would give each group pupils the 
attention required. Also reminded 
them that there was enormous work 
which cried out for vigorous, intelligent 
action, and that movement they too 
could have their share. 

the American University for Egyp- 
tian youth told the faculty that they 
were the authority Egypt who could 
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communicate the students right ideas 
about the blind and the establishment 
adequate program for their re- 
the students said 
that through their efforts 
verance they could assist the blind 
develop their abilities and encourage 
the public accept the newly trained 
ones equal members the commu- 
nity and the nation. pointed Taha 
Hussein Pasha, poet, philosopher, 
and educator example the 
ment which the blind may rise. 
Wednesday the exciting 
event occurred—Taha Hussein Pasha 
called the Semiramis with 
his wife and his son Moenis, and was 
privileged have long talk with 
him. Polly kept spelling me, “How 
handsome and distinguished is!” 
Moenis—the true child his mind, 
interpreted for him and me. His Ex- 
cellency expressed his disappointment 
not meeting some years before 
when were both Florence, Italy. 
The name Florence evoked many cher- 
ished memories. told him how ar- 
rangements had been made for 
touch some masterpieces Michel- 
angelo, and ladders had been put 
that might reach and 
“Day and Night” and 
Donatello’s “Young St. John.” dis- 
cussed Homer and Aeschylus, Socrates, 
Plato, Euripides and 
power philosophy. Taha Hussein 
Pasha spoke with admiration the 
blind Arab philosopher, Aboul Ela 
Maari, also Shakespeare and Racine. 
was happy gather that both have 
the wealth—the 
universe the spirit. asked him what 
had done for the blind while was 
Minister Education. replied that 
had worked quietly give the 
mentally endowed blind chance 
finish their studies high school 
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His presence, felt, was 
image Egypt its best—benign, 
poetic, inspiring with rich humane 
philosophy 
Then found out that there were 
seven elementary schools for the blind 
Egypt and secondary ones. 
Taha Hussein Pasha’s endeavors fired 
with renewed effort. called 
different members the Government 
determination win more than 
polite attention requests for 
the handicapped. Finally the Egyptian 
Minister Education promised 
positively that more elementary schools 
should opened and one two sec- 
ondary institutes established for the 
blind. When Mr. Fattah clasped 
hand and assured that next year 
start would made found two 
more schools for the blind and three 
for the deaf, thanked God that 
had permitted have part 
such resurrection fate-stricken lives. 
The next three days Polly and were 
Alexandria. was sorry that Mad- 
ame Marzouk could not with 
account her colossal desk work. 
the morning April 25th were 
received the Industrial School for the 
Blind Miralai Omar Bey-Ham- 
ada the School Committee, Dar- 
wiche Bey, delegate from the Min- 
ister Social Affairs, and his wife, 
Messzger, most zealous advocate the 
sightless, and other prominent person- 
ages. The press also was there. The 
place really combination school 
and workshop. was glad see how 
nimbly and quickly the workers turned 
out various articles—tables, armchairs, 
chairs and willow baskets. corner 
two blind children were learning 
read under the instruction sheik, 
without sight himself. After 
greeted and encouraged the pupils and 
the workers, Ismail Iriad made 
speech which was warmly applauded 
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the disinterested work the estab- 
lishment and the meagerness funds 
available. declared that the blind 
laborers were helping the school con- 
tinue, and that their 
ucts were essential addition the 
subsidy accorded the Government 
and the gifts from the people. But, 
owing the mounting cost living, 
was becoming more difficult 
chase raw materials for the goods. 
entreated the Alexandrian press 
all its power obtain generous 
funds from the public for upholding 
such splendid, useful enterprise the 
“Ecole Internationale des Aveugles.” 
During our stay Alexandria Polly 
and also visited the Moslem School 
for Blind Girls Aboukir. were 
Madame Fatma Esmar the teach- 
ers and pupils. did good sense 
the happiness radiating from the faces 
and the movements the girls. They 
were out the country, and the build- 
ing was homelike. They sang the Egyp- 
tian anthem accompanied the piano, 
and enjoyed the soul-kindling Arabic 
music. Then was honored when 
representative from Her Highness Prin- 
cess Nawal Said Toussoun put beau- 
tiful gift into hand—a music box 
inlaid with mother-of-pearl. The box 
was unusually artistic shape, and 
every time open delicate strain 
music greets fingers. thanked 
Her Highness English through her 
representative for her personal kind- 
ness and her ministering friend- 
ship the blind, and Mr. Fattah, who 
was present, interpreted words 
Arabic. Also told the news that the 
Minister Education had consented 
use his influence that the blind 
Egypt could have more primary schools 
and some secondary ones. delights 
now recall how, when Mr. Fat- 
tah found the translation hard, 
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“Here bit poetry which can’t 
translate,” and gave the girls happily 
turned phrase. 

Farouk University the faculty 
and students listened with intent 
seriousness. Cairo, emphasized 
the responsibility the professors 
disseminating correct ideas among the 
people regarding the blind and the 
duty the students see that 
after people without sight are properly 
trained they acquire positions self- 
support and their share citizenship. 

Alexandria fascinated place 
tremendous historic happenings, 
battleground empires and religions 
through the centuries, still retaining 
its magnificent view the Mediterra- 
nean. passed and repassed the 
King’s palace, wondered what change 
would sweep over the city, but never 
thought that two three months 
Egypt would become republic under 
General Naguib. 

hot 
wind from the 
Alexandria until Sunday the 27th and 
pursued all the way from Cairo 
Beirut. found pleasant lodgings 
the Beirut College for Women with 
balcony surrounded pines, and the 
Mediterranean below. Beirut sweet, 
clean town one the most beau- 
tiful harbors the world, 
mountains rise behind pictur- 
esquely. Its multitude schools, mis- 
sions and colleges interested and bewil- 
dered me. had not expected such 
great center education from which 
believe there will radiate useful knowl- 
edge and constructive ideas the Mos- 
lem world, provided the Occidents learn 
listen the wisdom the East 
before teaching. 

The exigencies work were 
such that could not pause long enough 
seize the local color the historic 
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background Lebanon, but revelled 
its climate and the pure air from 
the pine-studded hills and what 
saw Beirut’s charming views the 
Mediterranean, its promenades and 
gardens. Besides, was able appreci- 
ate the progressive spirit the Leban- 
ese, their keenness for education and 
the mercantile sagacity which they 
have for thousands years survived 
land beautiful but poor mineral 
resources, oil and hydro-electric power. 
was interested comparing their 
eighty per cent literacy with the aver- 
age ten per cent the other Arab 
states. When thought all the rulers 
that had oppressed them—the Phoeni- 
cians, Babylonians, Assyrians, Egyptians 
and Persians down the Ottoman Em- 
pire and the French, marvelled 
the vitality the Lebanese nation. 
was astonished Lebanon’s immense 
variety Christian and Moslem sects 
and the degree stability with which 
has maintained peace between those 
conflicting beliefs during its few years 
independence. 

Polly and went from country 
country, the methods meeting the 
needs and problems the handicapped 
that some the people were quite 
indifferent towards their afflicted fel- 
low-creatures, but have noted that 
communities which live mostly trade 
seldom ever believe that the blind 
and the deaf can become self-support- 
ing members society. 

Mr. Meyer, know, has struggled for 
years, despite inadequate funds, 
conduct good school for the blind and 
the deaf. true, the British Syrian- 
Lebanese Mission runs school with 
between twelve and fifteen boys who 
learn Arabic braille, some chair-caning 
and basket work. 

The Swiss Friends the Armenians 
support the quarter Bourj-Ham- 
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moud, Beirut, school for blind Ar- 


there library consisting em- 


menian boys and girls which music and nine hundred braille 
opened 1923, and kindergarten Armenian, Arabic, French, 
primary school for deaf children. The German and English. Among the first 
school under Mr. Meyer also necessities the blind are braille print- 
with workshops. This institution for and Mr. Meyer has not yet 
both groups the only one the obtaining one. Surely 
East for Armenian students where they those whose ears are open the cry 
are taught their own language. the untaught blind the Near East 
also small department where not permit this hard-pressed, un- 
blind pupils learn play the violin selfish institution languish for want 
and harmonium, and become fine sing- funds commensurate with its require- 
ers. the work-shops men and 
manufacture baskets, wicker furniture, The tears are eyes recall 
brushes and brooms,—and have wonderful welcome given 
mentioned half the activities the es- the staff and students the Swiss 
tablishment. The workshops also sup- was especially touched the 
ply new materials other schools exquisitely sung “God Shows 
shops for the blind Aleppo, Jerusa- Your Face” and “The River Arax” 
lem and Ramallah, Palestine. Pupils flowing, flowing across Armenia, and 
without sight are admitted masterly violin playing. did 
Meyer’s school from Lebanon, Syria, best encourage them keep 
Iraq, Turkey, and other lands. Again, fight against obstinate difficulties until 
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Lebanon country contrasts between the ancient and the modern. While provision 
for the blind the country formal way its beginnings, many aspects Beirut, 
the capital, are modern. the ABC Store, downtown, patterned western merchandising 
methods, this window was devoted exhibit featuring Miss Keller the time 
her visit. 
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they pierced openings the wall 
darkness and beheld new opportunities 
for accomplishment and independence. 
The following Sunday addressed the 
congregation the Armenian Ashraife 
Church, reminding them that they 
stand the place fathers and 
mothers the little ones 
ents were swept away the massacres 
their country, and their duty 
see that those orphaned children 
have the same opportunities edu- 
cation and self-help normal boys 
and girls. result there was veri- 
table shower spontaneous donations. 
the Armenians only continue the 
generosity they showed that day, Mr. 
Meyer will able find healthy 
locality for his school instead the 
poor quarter where now situated. 

the Young Women’s Chistian Associa- 
tion, where the sister the President 
Lebanon was present. private 
interview urged the Minister Edu- 
cation for Lebanon arrange for the 
admission his country, duty-free, 
all embossed books for the blind and 
raw materials for them use their 
work. begged him also use his in- 
fluence that the Government would 
order the army navy purchase 
the goods they needed from the blind 
their workshop, and thus enable 
them secure more raw materials and 
steady employment. suggested him 
that open two new schools, one for 
blind boys and another for girls. 

the medical school spoke 
prevention blindness, which the Leb- 
anese Red Cross had been the only 
group attempt. Polly and appeared 
the Universite St. Joseph which 
conducted French Jesuits, and 
many departments the American 
University Beirut, such the Inter- 
national College. gave the Christian 
message the effect that 
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Mr. Antoine Stephan, Lebanese Minister 
Education; Miss Keller wearing Lebanon 
Honorary Medal Merit, “for her out- 
standing contributions aiding the handi- 
capped”; Miss Thomson; Mr. Harold 
Minor, Minister Lebanon. 


they had the responsibility uphold- 
ing Christianity living religion and 
inspiring their future children 
staunch faith create world wherein 
all peoples may friends 
ers. was afterwards told that 
message had stirred the churches 
take part the movement for the Near 
blind and the deaf. 

dream touching the venera- 
ble cedars Lebanon was not fulfilled, 
but once twice drove into the 
mountains, and actually found vil- 
lages where each man sits under his 
fig-tree and his vine, and none makes 
him afraid, just Bible times. Be- 
fore left the President Lebanon 
gave delightful tea which dec- 
orated The emblem was badge 
representing noble cedar with youth 
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beneath its boughs fearlessly awaiting 
the approach lion, and under- 
stood why the Lebanese look upon that 
tree symbol strength and un- 
flinching resolve. 

The American Embassy Beirut 
most kindly placed our disposal 
car which drove all the way 
Damascus. stopped inspect the 
ruins Baalbek. surprised that 
out columns five had withstood 
the ravages time. First felt the 
designs Acanthus, Doric and Ionian 
the tops pillars that had fallen, 
then touched the bases columns 
that were standing, and put together 
mental picture that was truly grand 
and awe-inspiring. were told that 
during 500 years the Romans had em- 
ployed thousands slaves complete 
that tremendous temple. 

passed several camps refugees, 
and their dreadful poverty made 
ache all over. Time and again sensed 
the wide difference between the cheer- 
ful, business-like Lebanese and the ex- 
citable Syrians who are wrought 
over the refugee problem. fact, 
did not venture out the hotel 
Damascus unless the American Consul, 
Mr. Parr, and his wife went with us. 
were thrilled the city’s beautiful 
situation, historic buildings and shops 
that breathed the aroma the 
bian Nights.” did not need told 
when entered the quarter where 
spices are sold. understood that Da- 
mascus the most ancient continuously 
inhabited city the world, and 
walked along what was said the 
oldest street earth. were in- 
formed that the women Syria were 
fast progressing towards independence, 
and attended the University more than 
the men. Mr. and Mrs. Parr took 
outside the city Straight Street where 
the disciples let down St. Paul from 
wall basket. 
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Nothing had been done for the blind 
Damascus, and remained only 
couple days. There were two meet- 
ings which talked plainly the 
Arabs about their duty rehabilitate 
the blind and protect human eyes 
from disease and blindness. 

Our journey from Damascus Am- 
man, the capital Jordan, was fasci- 
nating, sometimes over roads running 
beside green fields, flocks sheep and 
goats without end and camel caravans, 
which set thinking what immeas- 
urable services those humble animals 
have rendered the Orient during un- 
told ages. Often the dust from the des 
ert choked us. Life conditions among 
those solitudes are still primitive. The 
Bedouins, with their flowing, colorful 
costumes especially excited fancy 
because, although most them cannot 
read write, yet they have faith 
and philosophy which seem have 
sufficed them from time immemorial. 
imagine them they have lived from 
generation generation, taking wise 
advantage land they occupy, then 
leading their flocks fresh pastures, 
keeping their bodies strong, looking 
often the stars, reverently con- 
templating the founts root, seed and 
grain and never forgetting that 
great.” was harvest-time, and the 
car bore along smelled the rich 
wheat and corn which were being gath- 
ered and transported camels, don- 
keys, men, and women and children. 

From May the 11th stayed 
Amman, where met Min- 
ister and Mrs. Fritzlan. were glad 
their friendship, they were con- 
siderate and helpful. one the 
teas they gave for saw again Mr. 
Dajani, Principal the Ala-iya 
School for the Blind Ramallah near 
Jerusalem, whom had met Paris 
the international conference 
braille sponsored UNESCO. 
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Sunday the 11th Mrs. Fritzlan took 
Polly and call Her Majesty 
Queen Zeina, and had pleasant, 
informal visit with her. 
about her recent trip Switzerland 
and her love flowers. She was most 
sympathetic when mentioned what 
was trying for the blind Jor- 
dan, and she promised that she would 
try influence the King open 
school for sightless girls Amman. 
What was amazement, when re- 
turned the hotel, find huge in- 
laid box—the biggest had ever seen 
—from her Majesty, filled with 
ish 

Throughout our stay the Hashe- 
mite Kingdom Jordan felt the 
warm hearts the people reaching out 
welcome us. What expansive kind- 
ness and hospitality beamed out their 
faces even when stopped the 
frontier! Every chance they had they 
regaled with hot Turkish coffee, 
photographed with them, they were 
handsome and dignified their robes 
and hoods, which they wear always 
protection against the sun while they 
work outdoors. the way stopped 
military station the desert where 
the Queen had arranged through Gen- 
eral Glubb for permitted 
touch live camel. course the camel 
was held camelry man, and photo- 
graphs were taken while felt the 
camel’s wooly hair, Then passed the 
Dead Sea appallingly hot region 
far below the sea level. 

From Amman went car 
Jerusalem, Palestine, where stayed 
for week the American Colony 
Hotel. During that drive Polly saw Mt. 
Hermon and described its lovely col- 
orings and its distant snowy summit. 
close mountain whose dew “drops 
fatness upon the land.” Then came the 
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hills Judea, bare but vibrant with 
strong and good 
courage for the Lord thy God 
with thee whithersoever thou goest.” 
Almost before knew were 
the narrow, winding streets old Jeru- 
salem, and reverent glow was kindled 
within me. For realized that was 
the center dominion mightier 
than any empire history—the King- 
dom Faith one God. Alas! 
still full strife, and difficult 
hear the voice brotherhood amid 
the tumult conflicting creeds which 
rises from the churches and mosques, 
but the belief survives somehow that 
God the Creator and the Father 
all, and from that Ray Light 
shall shine forth ultimately the one- 
ness humanity. 

visited the Christian school for blind 
girls Bethlehem. There met Miss 
Dafesh, the principal, blind Per- 
sian woman embodying courage and 
sweetness from Persia, who 
strumental printing the Bible 
Arabic braille. With the guidance 
sighted housekeeper she manages the 
school wonderfully, although far 
from what she wants. not suited 
the pupils’ physical needs, let alone 
their intellectual requirements. was 
inspiration see the staff doing 
everything possible make home 
sunshine and cheer for the girls 
all ages crowded there between infancy 
and womanhood. 

During the afternoon went 
the Bethlehem Church which touched 
with tenderness for the hungry 
through the centuries. However, 
not believe that can capture God 
within four walls. can worship Him 
truly only within ourselves. 

Among the places which went 
the 13th were the beautiful Augusta 
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Miss Keller, Miss Thomson, Mr. Dajani, director the Ala-iya School for the Blind, 
and student his book-binding equipment. The Ala-iya School Ramallah, near 
Jerusalem, Hashemite Kingdom Jordan. 


Victoria Hospital for Refugees the 
Mount Olives, and inside the com- 
pound, the small home for the blind 
under the Lutheran World Federation. 
The home holds about eleven boys and 
six adults, nearly all whom are Mos- 
lems. hope that due the efforts 
the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency which has inspected it, real 
school will opened the near fu- 
ture. 

Wednesday the 14th addressed 
high school for the seeing the Chris- 
tian ideal, and spent the rest the 
morning the Ala-iya School for the 


Blind. When heard what herculean 


endeavor Mr. Dajani had been obliged 
put forth before succeeded 
persuading the Government Jordan 
open school for forty-five blind 
Moslem boys, recognized him 
wonder-worker. Mr. Meyer too was 
proud, sure; for Mr. Dajani had 
graduated with A.B. degree from 
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the American University Beirut. 
was who contrived obtain braille 
printing press for the blind Jordan. 
reminded somewhat Taha 
Hussein Pasha his willingness 
grasp the views others, his quick in- 
telligence and resourcefulness. 
tected his splendid influence upon the 
character the pupils and their de- 
termination justify his faith them. 
His head full daring plans for the 
rehabilitation the blind not only 
the Hashemite Kingdom but also 
throughout the Middle East. 

Warmly admired the brave begin- 
nings the labors the Arab Blind 
Organization, which Mr. Dajani 
chairman, and whose small workshop 
inspected. public meeting St. 
George’s School entreated the audi- 
ence contribute liberally, that the 
workshop might enlarged and em- 
ploy more blind adults. wrote the 
Prime Minister Jordan urging legis- 
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that would require the army and 
navy purchase brushes, mops and 
baskets large quantities from the 
workshop the blind. 

The way the staff and pupils greeted 
Polly and the Christian School 
for Blind Girls old Jerusalem 
May 15th was adorable. There was 
triumphal arch from which ribbon 
streamers bright colors waved the 
breeze. approached, the pupils 
lined either side the arch. 
the door the school felt big 
“Welcome” spelled out cardboard 
letters. How touched was thinking 
all the time they had spent prepar- 
ing those decorations! booklet was 
thoughtfully prepared for contain- 
ing the different songs each class and 
hymns including “Not the strong 
the battle—not the swift the race” 
and the school anthem. had taste 
Jordanian hospitality the wonder- 
ful lunch which partook—chick- 
ens roasted and filled with rice and 
pine-nuts, stuffed vegetable marrows 
and other delicious Arab foods. The 
talk the table was animated and full 
the courageous, uncomplaining spirit 
that pervades the place. After lunch 
blind baby came bringing 
immense bouquet roses and carna- 
tions, and she waited until she felt 
hand caressing them and heard 
voice saying how fragrant they were. 
Then took her arms, and was 
happy her affection. 

the few leisure moments Polly 
and had walked along the Via 
Dolorosa, visited the Church the 


Holy Sepulcher and other churches, 


loved the old, old olive-trees growing 
near the supposed tomb the Virgin 
Mary and paid our respects the cele- 
brated mosque built into the Rock 
Abraham. The weather was perfect 
Easter Sunday, and went with 
Mr. Meyer the tranquil garden out- 
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side the city where General Gordon 
was sure had excavated the sepulcher 
Jesus. Following lovely path bor- 
dered both sides tall sage and 
thyme and many wild-flowers came 
the entrance the tomb which was 
never finished. What symbol God’s 
Work Creation—exposed count- 
less destructions, yet reappearing fresh 
and glorious the morning when 
the stars sang together! sat down 
the entrance, caressed the sunshine 
and the fragrances Jesus loved and lis- 
tening the twittering birds. Mr. 
Meyer read aloud St. Matthew 
Chapter 24, and was wrapped the 
Light Sun that never sets. could 
not imagine death anguish such 
Tabernacle Life. More than ever 
was conscious “an Immanent Friend, 
Divine Companion, and Indwelling 
Presence,” and thanked God for the 
Happiest Easter that had ever been 
mine. 

The next day Mr. and Mrs. Dajani 
and other friends bade goodbye 
left the American Colony Hotel. 
Among them were Mr. Taylor the Con- 
sul and his wife. With heavy hearts 
parted from our faithful friend and 
escort, Karl Meyer, whom felt 
had always known. owe whatever 
good accomplished our Near 
East tour his careful supervision 
details over which usually have 
watch, his skilful arrangements for our 
interviews and photographs 
frequent informative talks three had 
together. 

Polly and drove through the “no- 
man’s land” between the old and the 
new Jerusalem, and were speechless. 
Words cannot, even used gifted 
writers, paint the utter ruin around 
wrought the Arab-Jewish bomb- 
ings. After what seemed eternal mo- 
ment suddenly found ourselves 
the border the Jewish homeland, and 
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the nightmares riots and refugee 
camps vanished for time from 
mind. was shaking hands with repre- 
sentatives from the Institute for the 
Blind almost before had chance 
breathe the sweet, pure air blowing 
through the new city. Someone lifted 
baby who threw her arms around 
neck, then touched coat, and 
sensed how she, full life, reached 
out with her tiny hands for life in- 
stead light. course had arrived 
struggling commonwealth, but 
was struggle full hopeful cheer 
and energy. 

That was first impression Is- 
rael, lovable and never-to-be forgotten. 
Besides, was gratified that one the 
chief concerns the Israel Govern- 
ment educate both the blind and 
the deaf and training the two groups 
for service. Wherever went, friend- 
liness and confidence surrounded me, 
and the eagerness with which every one 
labored refashion life anew imparted 
fresh enthusiasm own endeavors. 
made our headquarters the King 
David Hotel facing the height which 
stands the tomb King David and 
was lovely begin day’s work 
the serenity which broods over the 
place. 

our visit the Jewish Institute 
for the Blind Jerusalem, May 22nd, 
Dr. Ahlen, Director, the teachers and 
pupils gave welcome the memory 
which shall ever cherish with their 
spirited letters braille, both Hebrew 
and English, and their speeches. Be- 
cause the spontaneity their greet- 
ings and their pressing needs, did 
not feel all like stranger. Somehow 
had been under the impression that 
owing the changes wrought the 
gigantic activities the handi- 
capped were gaining some share the 
educational advantages enjoyed nor- 
mal children throughout the Common- 
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wealth, but was sadly disillusioned. 
The happiness the blind children 
charmed me, and marvelled the 
progressiveness the teachers, their 
imagination and ingenuity helping 
the pupils despite meager educational 
apparatus. sat among the teachers 
talking over their problems, realized 
how heart-breaking was for them 
wrestle with such difficulties short- 
age typewriters, braille 
braille paper, 
manual tools and special appliances. 
Then there was means having 
teachers trained continue the work 
educating the pupils. Besides, the 
Institute was much too small admit 
all blind children who 
taught, and was overburdened with 
the additional care sightless adults 
because serious scarcity housing 
had been created the necessity 
sheltering the homeless immigrants 
whom the people Israel had offered 
such warm-hearted hospitality. found 
similar deplorable inadequacy build- 
ings and lack effective apparatus 
all the schools for the blind and the 
deaf Israel. However, glad 
say that since then the American 
Foundation for Overseas Blind has sent 
over Israel quantity books 
the English language, few braille 
writers, many braille slates, and em- 
bossed atlases. has also established 
Israel Braille Printing Press Plant 
Fund, and have begged the Jewish 
Women America help complete 
this fund. have pointed out them 
that the long run money for em- 
bossing press will economical be- 
cause will enable the sightless se- 
cure their physical sustenance through 
their labor and the assistance com- 
petent friends instead through hu- 
miliating charity. Gratefully acknowl- 
edge the beneficence 
library which visited Nathanya, 
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and where women transcribe books 
many languages hand, but the proc- 
ess slow best, and the blind who 
speak Hebrew must have braille 
printing press. 

Another circumstance which grieves 
that the workshops where the 
blind and the deaf Israel try 
earn their living lack proper tools and 
raw materials produce salable com- 
modities. way must found help 
those brave men and women towards 
self-support and the fulfilment their 
aspiration part Israel’s epic 
achievement. 

Again, was troubled the des- 
perate effort the physicians and sur- 
geons Israel perform their mul- 
tiplying duties. Miss Thomson and 
visited several hospitals, and one morn- 
ing spent most interesting hour 
with Dr. Mann, and other doctors and 
nurses who poured out their difficul- 
distress over the appalling inadequacy 
educational equipment for blind 
children. Then learned that the doc- 
tors have been held back their la- 
bors, including the smallness means 
their command—instruments, drugs, 
medical books and other essential aids 
since they lost their center Mt. 
Scopus. What heroic fight they have 
been waging old buildings not fit 
for their purpose! Dr. Mann told 
that trachoma had been almost com- 
pletely wiped out when the immigrants 
arrived, and how patiently the doctors 
are regaining control the disease 
which has reappeared. They take the 
resources their skill people re- 
mote settlements, they give all the time 
and thought they can the care 
eye and ear. 

When was invited speak before 
the doctors new Jerusalem, won- 
dered what could say that would 
mean anything them. Fervently 
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expressed admiration their mag- 
nificent endeavors safeguard sight 
and hearing and their efficient consul- 
tations with the Government regarding 
the blind and the deaf whom they 
thought capable employment. Then 
turned the women the audience 
and reminded them the precious op- 
portunity they had co-operate 
all possible ways with the doctors who 
were devoting their strength and 
times sacrificing needed sleep their 
work. suggested that they contrive 
ways raise money for clinics mobile 
and static and take the task 
training more and more nurses who 
would tend eye and ear patients, and 
begged them not relax their 
exertions for the public health. Thus 
would they, Deborahs the modern 
fight for human welfare, hold the 
hands the doctors and become 
immeasurable power for good the 
Commonwealth into the creation 
which had gone the faith and travail 
and heroism two thousand years. 

Polly and were introduced some 
leading personalities the city the 
Jews. Among them was 
Sprinzak whom met the Knesset. 
thanked most touchingly for 
coming Israel, and said that the 
power which enabled the people re- 
store their national life—the faith 
man the power his will—could 
expressed one word—the title 
book “Optimism.” Polly and were 
invited tea with Mr. and Mrs. 
Ben Gurion. (He asked call him 
and talked about his deep 
interest Plato, and told him 
greatly wondered the combination 
steered the Republic through four per 
ilous years independence and had 
counselled the people the renewal 
their creative potencies. 
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Two wonderful friends who helped 
get around the country were Ruth 
Kluger who had rescued many many 
prisoners from the Nazi concentration 
camps and Mr. Henry Lunzer, im- 
portant personage the state who 
acted our interpreter several meet- 
ings. Those two friends took see 
Mrs. Golda Myerson, whom had had 
the happy experience meet several 
months before New York. How for- 
tunate Israel have her not only 
beautiful, sweet woman but also 
able Minister Labor! When- 
ever went over the fine, firm roads, 
heard the drivers call them “Golda’s 
roads.” 

was mandatory that should 
relax little, and Ruth Kluger accom- 
panied down pleasant, small 
hotel the Mediterranean near Tel 
bungalow with flowers the door. 
memory love the fragrance the eve- 
ning walked back and forth under 
the brilliant stars and the murmur 
the water when dipped fingers 
the gentle waves. thrilled 
touch the miracle green grass and 
blossoms growing where the soil had 
once been full salt and breathe 
clean air where there had been malaria. 

visited several blind industrial 
co-operatives Tel Aviv which es- 
pecially interested me. The articles pro- 
duced were well made, and the men 
and women the shops were eager for 
more work, but hindered the scar- 
city raw materials. Also went 
the “Village for the Blind.” seemed 
good arrangement the time, the 
men could live with their families 
little homes their own near the shop 
where they worked. But strenuously 
objected having the place called 
“Village for the Blind” because from 
experience knew that the public 
would get wrong, harmful impression 
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the workers without sight abnor- 
mal and unable live naturally among 
the seeing. They should trained for 
membership normal society and not 
society handicapped persons. 
Herding them together tends inten- 
sify the regrettable effects their in- 
firmities. The other day was glad 
receive the news that the name 
had criticized has been changed 
“The Light God.” 

Between engagements drove 
around Tel Aviv, and rejoiced its 
cleanliness and vitality. far 
could see, has been called truly 
city youth, love and laughter.” 
saw more and more the tremendous 
irrigation projects that shall cover the 
land with garments verdure and 
beauty. went out farther into 
the country, Polly told how the 
people were breaking rocks and 
stones free the soil and reaping the 
first harvest twenty centuries, and 
she could see the bread future gen- 
erations young trees and the delicate 
green wheat scarcely inch high 
everywhere. She said that the faith- 
kindled faces those engaged those 
prodigious enterprises were challenge. 
The austerities which the people are 
enduring did not escape us, nor the 
poverty the immigrants living 
tent cities, but looked forward con- 
fidently the years which the 
strength their love for the home-land 
and faith not fashioned human 
hands would triumph over all obsta- 
cles. 

The adult deaf Tel Aviv asked 
help them obtain club-house, 
and spoke big out-door meeting 
their behalf. was pleasure for 
mated, responsive people, both deaf 
and hearing. Afterwards was gratified 
hear from the deaf that they had 
succeeded acquiring the club-house. 
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Our journeying took Haifa, 
picturesque city with thrilling views 
the Mediterranean and its historic har- 
bor process reconstruction. There 
saw the large school for the deaf 
containing eighty-five children under 
the energetic director Dr. Michelson. 
His dynamic personality and the heal- 
thy vitality the pupils are qualities 
shall never forget. Even though the 
teachers did not have half enough in- 
struments for their work, yet they were 
unwearied searching out the latest 
methods helping the completely deaf 
acquire clear speech and those with 
imperfect hearing keep their power 
communicating with normal people. 

One evening during the Feast 
Seven Weeks Polly and had “first 
fruits” dinner with Ruth Kluger her 
Tel Aviv apartment. was not merely 
lovely ceremony me—the fruits, 
freshly harvested bits grain and vases 
flowers, symbolized the consecra- 
tion unto the Lord, first and last, 
the deeds goodwill and the helpful 
thoughts with which seeks re- 
create His Image. 

the kibbutzim—a farm settlement 
which passed stopped 
meet Mr. Yosef, the head the Jew- 
ish merchant marine. His quiet, yet 
commanding personality gave new 
sense the land for which had 
risked his life quicken with the hu- 
man seed civil resurgence. 
stayed lunch with him his mod- 
est, airy house, and was excited lis- 
tening his account some daring 
rescues which he, Ruth Kluger and the 
crews his ships had wrought the 
days immigration. 

the children the kibbutzim growing 
sunshine with the gardens they 
planted and the animals they tended 
and studying eagerly under competent 
teachers. realized that amid grand 
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Bible associations and ideals they were 
likely elevate modern life with the 
burning force that inspired their an- 
cestors Prophets. Another time 
saw the blue, dark-pebbled Sea Gali- 
lee where Jesus told the fishermen “Cast 
the net the right side the ship,” 
and pleasant Nazareth where, were 
told, the lilies the valley Jesus loved 
and the forests the hills looked 
upon were coming back gradually. 

our return the King David 
Hotel addressed meeting students 
the University over which Prof. Fei- 
genbaum presided. subject was the 
fateful choice before them citizens 
Israel—the voice selfishness call- 
ing from the crowded mart and crush- 
ing poverty and the summons from the 
heights honest effort justly rewarded 
—two lights, the slowly rising sun 
brotherhood and the transitory, treach- 
erous light materialism—two laws, 
one which new methods and dead- 
lier weapons are invented for conquest, 
the new law according which inter- 
national co-operation has begun edu- 
cation, labor, social welfare and all de- 
partments life. Since the students 
were sons and daughters race whom 
the oppression two thousand years 
had not conquered, said had 
doubt what their choice would 
be. 

The uplifting thought which was 
accompaniment tour the Near 
East was the celebration Louis 
Braille’s 100th anniversary which 
was participate Paris. the grd 
June Polly and flew France, and 
oh, the regrets which besieged for 
friends Israel and the historic 
and Biblical places had leave un- 
visited! But was proud witness the 
brilliant preparations which George 
Raverat executed for the Dies Natalis 
Louis Braille. was present the 
beautiful Hotel Ville the 19th 
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June where gifted blind musicians 
poured out before immense audi- 
ence waves music with exquisite art. 
Paul Coire, President the Muni- 
cipal Council Paris, said, speaking 
Louis Braille’s alphabet, from 
century century, through long suc- 
cession chosen men, wrought the 
victory which wrests from the dark 
forces evil the advantages that they 
would destroy. The work Louis 
Braille marks the beginning evo- 
lution that shall triumph over the other 
hopeless miseries which Those 
words were music who had just 
seen the unspeakable suffering among 
the majority the Arab peoples. 

The June was marvelous 
occasion for the Sorbonne. was 
awed that venerable sanctuary 
French culture, its history and the sub- 
lime lives that had breathed benedic- 
tion upon and the many thinkers, in- 
cluding Madame Curie, who had sent 
rays light into the darkness man- 
kind. The blind musicians were there. 
was able follow their music through 
the vibrations that reached the table 
where sat. Pierre Henri, author 
“Que sais-je?” and “La Vie Louis 
was there, and other speakers, 
including Jaime Torres Bodet, Di- 
rector-General UNESCO, who 
ferred the world the blind 
new example all men’s mutual de- 
pendence technical progress and edu- 
cation individual and collective, and 
called Louis Braille star hope 
leading civilization founded 
neighborliness and intellectual fellow- 
ship. His noble speech about the blind 
relation the other handicapped 
groups whom the United Nations 
strives rehabilitate expressed the 
thoughts and emotions that had stirred 
mind the past two months. 

surprise was store for me. 
thought was just speak, and was 
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made Chevalier the Legion d’Hon- 
neur! was being decorated, mag- 
nificent applause caused the ancient 
rafters shake and took away 
breath. However, managed thank 
the Faculty the Sorbonne for having 
shown such noble interest the un- 
fortunate who refuse submit their 
fate. said that our debt Louis 
Braille great that the seeing 
Gutenberg. True, the two systems 
are different, but the six magical dots 
relief carry ships the ports 
education and independence. sug- 
gested the Faculty that they could 
not erect finer memorial our bene- 
factor than extending further the 
ideal Christian service and helping 
the handicapped attain triumphantly 
the hilltops achievement and self- 
fulfilment. 

Sunday the Polly and 
were the Pantheon. How fitting 
was that such glorious, dignified 
building should witness the placing 
Braille’s ashes among the poets, phi- 
losophers, scientists and statesmen 
France! And there was another element 
loved—the freedom from religious 
dogma which characterized the cere- 
mony. Braille was Roman Catholic, 
but his faith God and man was 
deeper than any creed, and departed 
spirits have any contact with earthly af- 
fairs, know that happy the 
heartfelt gratitude the blind through- 
out the globe whom his invention has 
liberated. 

Polly and were invited very 
friendly, handsome descendant from 
the Braille family sit with him and 
his relatives near where the bier was 
placed. The music which could 
feel, played the blind, was superb. 
Polly spelled the varied colors 
the costumes the army and the im- 
pressive way the soldiers raised their 
swords every time distinguished per- 
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sonage was announced. Finally the men 
who carried the bier appeared between 
the ranks and laid down the crim- 
son cloth. The Minister Public 
Health pronounced his warm, dignified 
discourse, clearly enunciated that 
Polly, who hardly knows any French 
could communicate many his 
phrases and whole sentences. said 
that only blind man could discover 
embossed signs accurately fitted 
the finger, only blind man could de- 
vise system for all the needs the 
sightless reading and writing—al- 
phabet, stenography, music, mathe- 
matics and the complex formulas 
science. Besides this enormous achieve- 
ment, the Minister continued, Braille’s 
genius made possible universal mode 
reading and writing, world braille, 
which binds the blind the globe 
veritable communion. The Minister 
joined his voice that the blind 
everywhere, declaring the name 
the French Republic that Louis Braille 
has richly deserved the gratitude his 
country and the fervent admiration 
the whole world. walked the arm 
Braille amid profound silence 
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down into the crypt where the ashes 
were interred. The incense and the 
fragrance flowers moved with 
reverence, but could way asso- 
ciate with death and dissolution 
“apostle the light the intellect, the 
light the heart and the spiritual light 
that darkness can quench.” After- 
wards Braille bade affec- 
tionate farewell, and went forth with 
Polly from that precious Temple 
Gratitude into the sunshine and the 
consciousness immortality that abides 
soul. 

sense, that homage France 
and the recognition the whole earth 
Louis Braille was climax 
travels. For years, journeying west and 
east, had glowed the first signs 
co-operation between the blind dif- 
ferent countries, but never thought 
that should live see world council 
actually laboring the vast task 
adapting braille all languages. After 
such triumph shall believe more 
than ever that all the sightless all 


lands can clasp hands over the obstacles 
frontiers and live co-workers 
the Kingdom Inner Light. 
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Electronics for the Blind 


BLIND MAN WOMAN WHO lived 
hundred years ago was thought 
useless least incapable support- 
ing himself. our modern age, through 
the magic radio, braille books, the 
talking book, and rapid transportation, 
the blind person has been able take 
ever improving place society. 

mainly our ability imitate each 
other—our speech, walking, eating, 
working, are based our 
ability grasp the information from 
our parents teachers. first was 
perceived that the blind could such 
things tuning pianos, chair caning, 
basket weaving, playing and singing, 
etc. When tried convince people 
the work for the blind some years 
ago, that radio and electronics were 
fields which the blind could partici- 
pate, were classed foolish, 
worse. 

Nevertheless, 1935, the first classes 
radio theory and practice were 
started the New York Institute for 
the Education the Blind. Our plan 
was teach the student mere work- 
ing knowledge the subject, much 
teach general science, physics, and 
chemistry high school. However, the 
advances made this field have been 
almost spectacular, and now many 
the students find their places the 
radio and electronics industry, 
semblers, testers, trouble shooters, etc. 
Electronics industry which trulv 
its infancy, with new avenues open- 
ing almost daily. shall see 
presently, much equipment 
developed for the use the blind, 
that they can compete almost 
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equal basis with their sighted brothers 
the work. 

are confronted three main 
difficulties when attempt teach 
any scientific subject the blind—the 
lack good text material braille, 
along with the inability many blind 
people read braille; the lack spe- 
cial equipment, such components 
used electronic circuits, and the 
scarcity good measuring equipment 
check voltage, current, resistance, 
resonance, capacity, inductance, etc. 

The main purpose our radio 
course The New York Institute, 
give the student working knowl- 
edge the subject, along with teaching 
him some radio servicing, show 
him some the techniques used 
manufacturing, and help him obtain 
amateur radio operator and station 
license. This amateur radio license per- 
mits the applicant operate his own 
station directly from his home, office, 
school wherever convenient and 
the means which she will make 
friends all over the world. 

1936, the American Red Cross 
made The Radio Handbook 
available grade two braille. However, 
book this kind refers constantly 
circuit diagrams illustrations 
supplement the text, and the Hand- 
book leans heavily upon this method. 
The method reproducing 
diagram braille was simply em- 
boss the drawing. The result was 
meaningless jumble lines and dots 
which mean nothing even the most 
gifted interpreter. Here the Institute, 
have adopted the method de- 
scribing the circuits words, just 
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you might describe such circuit 
friend over the telephone. For example, 
you might have diagram door bell 
buzzer connected with one its leads 
going negative terminal bat- 
tery, with the other bell terminal going 
one side switch such tele- 
graph key, and with the other side 
the switch connected the battery’s 
positive. This could drawn with 
schematic symbols, described 
words—as already described above. 

printed The Radio Amateur’s 
License Manual, which set gov- 
ernment questions and answers—those 
asked the United States examina- 
tion for amateur license. this braille 
edition, all circuit diagrams were de- 
scribed rather than drawn. Applicants 
for amateur licenses who are blind 
may write dictate verbal descriptions 
the circuits for their amateur exami- 
nations. instruction text has been 
the making our school, designed 
especially for braille readers. 

The field radio and electronics 
expanding rapidly that becomes 
impossible for even the sighted tech- 
nician keep abreast the develop- 
ments. This has been the major stum- 
bling block for the blind. Until March, 
1950, there had never been regular 
monthly periodical braille dealing 
with this subject. Then The Braille 
Technical Press was organized for the 
purpose making such literature avail- 
able braille readers. monthly 
magazine sixty pages braille grade 
two, dealing with various interests— 
the licensed amateur, the sound record- 
ing technician, the radio repairman, the 
beginner who wishes learn something 
about radio, etc. the braille reader 
can afford it, asked pay the sub- 
scription price six dollars per year. 
The Braille Technical Press has been 
organized non-profit corporation 
under New York State law, 
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been ruled worthy charity the 
Treasury Department. The maga- 
zine supported mainly contribu- 
tions which are deductible when com- 
puting income tax. The number 
persons reading the magazine runs into 
the thousands, although about 400 
copies are currently printed monthly. 

The measuring equipment for mak- 
ing circuit measurements works con- 
verting changes voltage, current, etc., 
into changes pitch, into nulls 
absence sound loud speaker 
headset. For example, the auditory ohm- 
meter consists conventional re- 
sistance bridge, but using headset and 
mechanical chopper interruptor 
the null indicator. The blind person 
simply connects the unknown resistance 
across the terminals, starts the instru- 
ment, and turns the calibrated control 
knob until the null balance heard 
the Known resistance ranges 
are incorporated the instrument, 
that the values can read directly 
from the calibrated braille dial. The 
voltmeter consists potentiometer 
and multiplier, with the same interrup- 
tor and headset. ammeter, vacuum 
tube voltmeter, audio frequency vac- 
uum tube voltmeter, ammeter and 
voltmeter, and others have been devel- 
oped, using this principle operation. 
The accuracy can made better 
than one per cent with much the 
equipment, and the system actually 
the basis upon which ordinary visual 
equipment calibrated. volt-ohm- 
milliammeter has been developed for 
distribution blind technicians. This 
instrument has the sensitivity 20,000 
ohms per volt, and reads from one volt 
full scale 1000 volts full scale. The 
ohm scale reads megohms, and 
the current scale reads from one ampere 
0.1 microampere. The cost the in- 
strument currently fifty dollars. Many 
our blind trainees have been em- 
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ployed the industry, use these 
instruments for pre-inspection com- 
ponents, and for testing completed 
equipment. Here again, has been 
found that the accuracy surpasses con- 
ventional equipment, and burn-outs are 
reduced practically zero. 

auditory converter has been de- 
veloped for tube tester, that 
blind radio service technician can test 
customer’s tube, while the same 
time the customer can read the scale. 
Other bridge circuits are available for 
measuring capacitance, and inductance, 
and their operation the same con- 
ventional circuits, using null the 
indicator. Other equipment such 
certain types capacity measuring in- 
struments, grid dip oscillators, and 
continuity meter, depend upon 
change the pitch the output signal 
provide indication the proper 
measurement. date, there are more 
than thirty pieces test equipment 
specially made adapted for the 
use blind technicians, with many 
more come the future with the 
steady development the whole field. 
About the only thing lacking just -now, 
the present stage development, 
version the cathode-ray oscillograph 


which can interpreted the blind 
technician. 


The Braille Technical Press and The 
New York Institute for the Education 
the Blind have made tremendous 
strides during the past few years, the 
radio and electronics field for the blind, 
and many industries see the value 
hiring blind help. cannot tell what 
the future will bring, but almost 
certain become ever brighter, the 
selves. Many are not suited for this type 
work, just many others cannot 
tune piano, cane chair, make 
basket; but feel sure that one who 
sincerely interested radio and elec- 
tronics, and who wants some hard 
work, will find that quite possible 
find his place the industry. 
would perhaps best for those who 
are interested electronics and who 
somehow just cannot get started, ob- 
tain amateur license, get the air 
and talk their fellow amateurs, and 
then learn build their own equip- 
ment. Many who are not skilled the 
art building intricate electronic 
equipment should find amateur radio 
interesting nevertheless, for the walls 
one’s room can extended through 
this means take all parts the 
globe. Amateur radio embraces all types 
people—lawyers, bankers, the man 
the street—yes, everyone. 
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THE PASSING SENATOR Robert 
Wagner early May the passing 
one whose deep concern for human 
justice and welfare expressed itself 
mighty works. His influence will guide 
this nation’s social progress throughout 
history. 

Chairman the Board 
Trustees the American Foundation 
for the Blind, Major Migel 
states: 


“Born humble origin, rising 
the heights power 
walking with kings, yet never losing the 
common touch, the name Robert 
Wagner will remain imperishably en- 
graved upon the hearts thousands 
upon thousands blind men and 
women America who today live 
dignity and respect because his de- 
votion their cause. 

“The lives the blind have been im- 
measurably enriched, not alone through 
the passage the Social Security Act 
which sponsored and which gives the 
needy blind monthly grants supple- 
ment their needs but also because, be- 
lieving the right man work, 
enjoy the fruits his effort, and 
make his contribution society, the 
late Senator Wagner sponsored the pas- 
sage Federal Act which bears his 
name, and which assures thousands 
blind the opportunity engage 
the manufacture products made for 
and purchased the Federal govern- 
ment. The blind have earned millions 
dollars through this industry, and 
citizens and taxpayers, 
heads high and their minds free 
believe the America which largely 
his making. 

“In the name the blind, record 


June, 1953 


their sympathy his passing and their 
reverence for his name.” 
personal letter Hon. Robert 


Wagner, Jr., son the late Senator, 
Mr. Migel also says: 


sad heart that your dear 
father has passed away; was good 
friend mine, and valiant champion 
the blind all matters concerning 
their welfare and well being. 

reading the various obituaries, 
find that most them refer the 
political labors which your father was 
active, whereas personally, knew 
him well from totally different angle, 
warm-hearted, kindly friend our 
blind people, who are indebted him 
for the many things did make 
life easier and happier for them. 
certain they are all silently praying for 
him. 


Mr. Alfred Allen, Secretary-General 
the American Association Work- 
ers for the Blind, issued statement 
behalf the Association follows: 


“The world will mourn the untimely 
passing the late Senator Robert 
Wagner, known all ardent 
and passionate champion the rights 
the little man. 

“The world the blind, too, will 
mourn his passing. them, was 
devoted friend and indefatigable 
worker advancing their cause. the 
thousands blind who receive monthly 
financial grant supplement their 
needs, the thousands who are now 
busily and happily employed 
manufacture products made for and 
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purchased the Federal government, 
his name will forever enshrined 
through the enabling legislation which 
bears his name.” 


Kleber, General Manager 
National Industries for the Blind, is- 
sued brief statement the news 
Senator Wagner’s death: 


“National Industries for the Blind 
and the hundreds blind workers 
throughout the country who have bene- 


fited from the Wagner-O’Day Act and 
the interest which was always shown 
Senator Robert Wagner the sup- 
port legislation their behalf wish 
express their deepest sympathy upon 
the death this true champion the 
underprivileged and handicapped.” 


The above sentiments indicate some- 
thing the measure the late Senator 
Wagner. The New Outlook joins all 
those who recognize their indebtedness 
him. 


Books About the Blind; Annotated 
Bibliographical Guide Literature Re- 
lating the Blind—By Helga Lende. 
Publisher, American Foundation for the 
Blind, New York. 357 pp. $5.00. 


Like its predecessors, Miss Helga 
Lende’s 1953 editon Books About 
the Blind important any the 
books lists. 

special capacity for organization 
required such undertaking, con- 
sisting does brooding wisely 
and temperately over special field, 
and keeping touch with complex 
network communications with other 
fields learning. This truly labor 
for librarian the fullest sense. The 
librarian collection blindiana, 
especially that the American Founda- 
tion for the Blind, has opportunity 
which must have great fascination and 
responsibility which must terrify- 
ing times. 

The demands readers the one 
hand and the ideas writers the 
other are proportions which seem 
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within the grasp fairly small staff, 
mind. This gives the possibility ac- 
tually influencing human thought 
one area high degree through the 
medium body professional lit- 
erature. Yet this hope carries with 
the exacting chore constant winnow- 
ing field which rank with opin- 
ion and propaganda. Much the 
eleemosynary brochurage, masquerad- 
ing technical information. Some 
that troubled wasteland hu- 
man effort into which the student must 
willy-nilly for his master’s degree. 
Sometimes important 
ments and discernings are concealed 
the plain clothes committee reports 
other unpretentious clothing. Clari- 
fying what piece learning about 
the blind must often come before there 
any possibility deciding what 
amounts to. Books About the Blind 
does extensive job such clarifica- 
tion this year and obviously this 
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lectual snob naive person. 
Quackery has been excluded firmly, 
while very simple homely items have 
been received into the fold without any 
incidental marks disdain. Rare books 
and articles which have the elements 
greatness have been summed 
form and style cool icewater. The 
process democratic very high 
sense. 

Though this bibliography, the re- 
sult means dull for anyone who 
has become preoccupied with problems 
and solutions originating blindness. 
The form the book itself simplifies 
attempts make something the 
realities field which often puz- 
zling those who enter it. And the 
prowler through the categories cannot 
help being impressed the fact that 
hear, that nothing much has been writ- 
ten about the blind. 

Once lived time when every- 
one seemed reading and knowing 
great deal about the blind, but with- 
out attempting relate learning 
reality. Lately seem have been 
living time when there are many 
people ears and elbows reali- 
ties, but without any frame reference 
for such realities other places and 
times. This book can valuable aid 
stamping out this kind benighted 
patronage other periods. Too many 
people alive today our field have 
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never even heard Dr. Howe and 
Laura Bridgman, much less pondered 
between the lines the enigmatic lit- 
erature concerning them. Books About 
the Blind the key many other pro- 
vocative subjects, such, for instance, 
the terrible struggle for life and death 
between Mr. Wait and Fanny Crosby, 
who wrote, “Some Day the Silver Cord 
Will Break,” and finally broke it. 

There has been past work for the 
blind, and really important history 
ideas the field could written 
out it, though none ever has been. 
Should any philosopher attempt it, 
will unquestionably obligated 
this book, which searched out can 
lead learning how the ancient Chi- 
nese handled their blind people, what 
St. Louis’s idea blind rehabilita- 
tion program was, even, old 
Outlook, about Queen Alexandra, 
whom Proust called “‘sweet but limited,” 
dictating sweet but limited note about 
the Royal Normal College for the Blind 
Sir Francis Campbell. 

course these are unimpor- 
tant things, except they may dimin- 
ish our misguided arrogance over hav- 
ing corruptible bodies, whereas many, 
many things happened before were 
born, and will happen after are 
dead, among those who are able 
achieve incorruption. This reviewer 
thinks Miss Lende has. 

—C. Warren Bledsoe 
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Modern Trends the 


the Adult Blind 


WHEN you read about 
the British schools not many 
years ago? seems unbelievable that 
everyone considered proper for Mr. 
Chips and other masters the private 
boys’ school literally force their pu- 
pils—those boys whose parents could 
afford send them school—through 
the standardized mould labelled “Edu- 
cation.” Remember the Young Ladies 
Finishing School through which Becky 
Sharp struggled? Its standard achieve- 
ment for its graduates was sew fine 
seam, make graceful curtsy and never 
have thought that might displease 
their future husbands. 

Then America revolutionized edu- 
cation insisting that there should 
public schools and that every child had 
right learning. Some may have 
actually carved our initials the little 
red school house and all have 
heard about the young school marm, 
who was just marking time till some 
man popped the question. When grad- 
uated, excluded because they 
longer fitted the desks, these pupils 
seemed have had even more appre- 
ciation their education than those 
leaving the portals our modern 
schools. 

And how different are our modern 
buildings and theories. are not sat- 
isfied unless the lighting, heating, seat- 
ing, etc., are scientifically perfect. Each 
student observed, tested, counseled 
and classified and placed classrooms 
with those approximately the same 
mental age and given courses that will 
bring out his potentialities. Barbara 
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wants into the woodworking shop 
Sam into the cooking class, that’s 
quite all right! longer tol- 
erate standardized moulds for subject 
matter teaching methods. 

Just like general education, training 
the blind has changed 
ened. These developments are directly 
related the attitudes the public 
toward the blind. Most are fa- 
miliar with Dr. Berthold Lowenfeld’s 
analysis evaluation the 
blind. For thousands years, sightless 
persons were only considered 
bilities. Then Christianity leavened this 
thinking and they were seen children 
God for whom society must provide 
—they became wards the community. 
Only for relatively short time has 
public opinion changed accept 
the visually handicapped members 
the community, who can contribute 
and serve and are real value. 

The new thinking reflected more 
strongly the education blind chil- 
dren than adults. can look back 
into history when blind children were 
hidden away and given training; 
then they were placed “asylums” and 
taught bare fundamentals; now lis- 
ten heated arguments how much 
the child’s education should 
residential public schools. 
that much our education blind 
adults based the “ward concept” 
whereas actuality, sightless people 
are being accepted participating 
members the community ever 
greater degree. 

Let consider briefly ten reasons 
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why the blind are now being viewed 
this new light. Their influences are co- 
mingled and their order presentation 
not related their importance. 

Better education for children and 
adults. The children, who are later 
become adults, are given broader and 
longer education, which slanted to- 
ward their fitting into community life 
rather than toward their being sheltered 
some institution. Those who lose 
their sight adult life may return 
cultural vocational schools. There 
are many specialized, free, educational 
opportunities for the adults: home 
teaching, orientation centers and the 
Hadley Correspondence School. Schools 
teach the blind radio repair and 
farming have tuition fees, but these are 
often paid the Vocational Rehabili- 
tation Bureaus. Library service has im- 
proved greatly: more funds are avail- 
able and the bulk the collections 
the regional libraries provided 
through the Library Congress. Since 
the “Battle the Types” has ended 
and braille grade two and Moon have 
emerged the accepted types, all Eng- 
lish speaking peoples can read the same 
books and available funds need not 
divided for editions other raised 
types. The accuracy and efficiency 
printing presses have been improved. 
Recorded books have made reading pos- 
sible for those who could not, did 
not, learn raised type, for those who 
wanted material not available raised 
type, and for those wanting read 
faster than they could braille. 

Traveling limitations are being 
overcome the advent the guide 
dog and modern travel techniques, both 
with and without cane. Now blind 
man can learn alone: when and 
where pleases. 

Every state, usually aided the 
Federal Government, provides some de- 
gree economic security. some pub- 
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lic assistance grants only the barest es- 
sentials are covered, while other grants 
recognize higher standard living 
and even encourage efforts becom- 
ing self supporting. The blind person 
longer forced beg for subsist- 
ence from relatives the public. 

The gregarious nature most hu- 
has asserted itself those 
without sight. They first had only small 
reading groups sewing circles, now 
the recreation center movement ever 
growing. such meetings the blind 
are challenged, taught and stimulated 
others facing the same handicap. 
They learn, semi-sheltered and un- 
derstanding groups, perform the or- 
dinary activities daily living with ease 
and grace that they later can fit com- 
fortably into sighted society. The 
blind have also gone farther than mere 
recreation, they have banded them- 
selves into local and state organizations 
and finally the National Federation 
the Blind promote the economic and 
social welfare the blind. Specialized 
groups such the vending stand op- 
erators and musicians have organized 
for their mutual benefit and protection. 
These organized blind have done much 
toward influencing legislation and other 
programs developed help the blind. 

Due labor scarcity during World 
War II, for the first time, the blind had 
large scale opportunity prove their 
vocational capabilities. Employers wrote 
glowing accounts their success and 
proudly showed them off visitors— 
partly, because their self-righteous 
feeling pride giving these folks 
chance, and, partly, because sincere 
appreciation their accomplishments. 
But was the toe hold needed. Re- 
habilitation placement officers for the 
blind have found increasingly easy 
make good placements industry 
and the trades. Employers are told 
hire the person only can meet pro- 
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duction requirements and earn stand- 
ard wage. 

More and more services the 
blind are being conducted public 
agencies. other words, recog- 
nized that these services are the respon- 
sibility the taxpayers whole 
rather than few generous, inter- 
ested individuals. Tax support apt 
larger and more certain than dona- 
tions and the head the agency can 
devote the major portion time 
program rather than fund raising. 
Because more funds, better salaries 
can paid attract better trained 
personnel and higher standards can 
required. Public agencies 
sional meetings those the Ameri- 
can Association Workers for the 
Blind and the Conferences Home 
Teachers the Adult Blind. These 
give greater knowledge and insight 
workers such professional periodi- 
cals as: The Home Teacher and New 
Outlook for the Blind. Because tax 
money must justified, public agen- 
cies must into public education. Un- 
til the public accepts the blind mem- 
bers the community, all the special- 
ized programs their behalf are 
little avail. 

Private agencies have always been 
the pioneers the field social wel- 
fare. With public agencies taking over 
the provision basic necessities, pri- 
vate agencies are freed enter various 
specialized services. Most these serv- 
ices are far more intriguing the gen- 
eral public and gain better publicity. 
Money raised for care blind babies, 
for guide dogs, for camps for children 
and adults, for recreation centers and 
for educational field trips. 
agency like the American Foundation 
for the Blind able special re- 
search for the deaf-blind and for equip- 
ment and appliances. Two large organi- 
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zations, the Lions International and 
the Alumnae Delta Gamma Sorority 
have chosen service the blind 
project, which has developed into 
great variety group and individual 
services. Funds and volunteers have 
been sought for transcribing into braille 
and onto discs. The fact that there must 
much publicity raise funds and 
that personal service well money 
requested, means that the public 
being educated the needs, abilities 
and ambitions the visually handi- 
capped. 

The program for blinded veterans 
has had almost unlimited funds for re- 
search and training. Naturally, the ci- 
vilian blind have benefited indirectly. 
They are being accepted because the 
skills taught these young men and be- 
cause the sympathetic 
ward these men who gave much 
for us. The large pension granted the 
blinded veteran, plus good job and 
community-donated home many 
cases, makes possible for the blinded 
veteran fit into all strata society. 

The social stigma that accom- 
panied blindness many cases 
now disappearing. Research and statis- 
tics have shown that venereal disease 
other uncleanliness not the major 
cause blindness. fact, modern 
treatment has put them far down 
the list causes. Also, the sympathetic 
response blinded veterans and the 
ever increasing number blind babies 
has helped overcome this attitude. 

10. Both the blind and sighted are 
beginning accept unquestionably the 
fact that well rounded, useful life 
the right blind person, not merely 
dispensation lucky break. are 
longer asking for hand-outs, but for 
the opportunities sought all man- 
kind. are concentrating abilities 
rather than disabilities. 

the light these ten factors, let 


The New Outlook 


t 
y 
‘ 


examine home teaching services and see 
they are meeting the needs the “ac- 
cepted” blind man and woman. The 
newly blind adult will always need 
someone search him out his home, 
sit down his rocking chair, allay his 
fears and show him how live fuller 
life. How far from the rocker should the 
teacher accompany him? 

When the Home Teaching Society 
was organized England there was 
question but that the blind were “wards 
who must saved 
from Satan giving them busy hands. 
Learning read the Bible raised 
type would also great protection 
and solace. Kind volunteers, and later 
paid teachers, rallied the cause and 
went the homes teach reading and 
simple handicrafts, and commiserate 
with these unfortunates. 

When was found pupils were apt 
these subjects, the trend began 
get them out the rocker make 
their beds dust table. Most 
those who wanted venture into the 
kitchen were discouraged, either be- 
cause the teacher was afraid for them 
she herself was only short step away 
from “rocking-chairitis.” Some the 
more unusual pupils did slip down the 
back steps and plant seed pull 
weed. 

the outset this was all very good. 
Never before had the blind person been 
given such individual attention his 
family encouraged let him get out 
the rocker. Unfortunately, this 
teacher that has become the stereotype 
workers for the blind. She was not es- 
pecially trained; she was sympathetic; 
underpaid she received anything 
all; and devoted herself making 
homebound folks happy and busy. Re- 
grettably, there are still some these 
stereotypes peo- 
ple who are doing their best, but that 
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best not enough. Under the public 
agencies, standards for this service and 
its personnel have reached the profes- 
sional level many states. 

Also the concept what the service 
should has changed. the blind 
person has “right” full life, 
has “right” trained for that life. 
The already established home teachers 
are the logical teachers. 

can’t stand the front door and 
watch while Bill, closely followed 
Mary, starts down the front steps 
first venture the corner grocery. Nor 
should stand there while they cross 
the street the church around 
the block catch bus their club. 
matter how thorough has been the 
training have given them within 
their home, has not entirely prepared 
them for these new physical, emotional 
probably didn’t explain how tell 
bus token from dime, how avoid 
stacked bottles cans the grocery 
store, how get seat crowded 
church bus; how get curious 
awkward people help rather than 
hinder. 

Bill and Mary begin enjoy their 
new freedom, they are going set their 
sights for more distant horizons. Maybe 
their path will through college 
campus mountain with hiking 
club. Maybe will bring them back 
home where they can stand the front 
door with poise and anticipation 
greet guests for large party. Maybe 
will lead president’s gavel little 
theater stage. maybe earned 
place the workmen’s bench 
swivel chair that will bring them great- 
est satisfaction. All these paths have pit- 
falls and detours. Without help Bill 
Mary may fail and give up. Who 
there help them? 

because the blind are longer 
considered wards society and because 
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they need help outside the home, that 
believe have outgrown the term 
“home teacher.” believe should 
take the all inclusive term 
and that should teach all things 
necessary for fuller living. sure, 
some home teachers are not prepared 
offer such help for they themselves 
are still essentially homebound. But 
they, like their pupils, can learn 
their mutual benefit. Schools have 
chemistry teachers, history teachers, lan- 
guage teachers—all working relatively 
independently one another. 
agency could have home teacher, 
social institution teacher, travel 
teacher, pre-vocational teacher. feel 
that continuity instruction from 
teacher who has won the pupil’s confi- 
dence very important. Some special- 
ists may called in, but the same per- 
son should guide the over-all training 
until the person self-sufficient all 
areas. 

Because this belief, the time has 
the adult blind,” and for dropping the 
appellation “home teacher.” 


Long Select Chair Cane 
Machine-Woven 

Reed Spline—Handicraft and Basketry Reed 

Reed Flats and Ovals 


COMMONWEALTH MANUFACTURING COMPANY 


Gardner, Massachusetts 
Buy COMCO American-made Products for Quality 


With such change, could include 
other teachers the adult blind who 
never into the home, such those 
Whether like not, blind per- 
sons are going these places in- 
creasing numbers. These teachers 
not have the opportunity for private 
counseling many cases, but have 
valuable group therapy offer. The 
orientation center worker does not have 
buck family opposition and can offer 
concentrated, daily instruction; some 
persons could learn other way. 
Why should not all band together 
into one organization for discussing our 
mutual interests and philosophies 
that can work team the pre- 
vocational level. are not giving 
anything, are expanding 
fecting our service. 

The British school master 
red school house school marm had 
go; why shouldn’t the home teacher? 
Our field service broader and more 
challenging; public opinion now 
rooting for the blind; let’s see ourselves 
teachers, teachers for living! 
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“Developments Oregon’s Program 
for Educating Blind Children,” 
John Jones, Exceptional Children, 
19, No. January, 1953. This ar- 
ticle attempt present some 
the more recent developments resulting 
from the so-called Oregon Plan re- 
turning all ninth 
school graduates and children any 
other grade level, who seem capable 
and adequately prepared, public 
schools. experimental program 
the Portland area described, which 
elementary schools accepted some blind 
children. After one year, which only 
three braille students were served, this 
plan being expanded. 

“Aid the Blind: Earned Income 
Recipients, September 1950,” Sadie 
Social Security Bulletin, 16, 
No. January, 1953. This article pre- 
sents the findings study made 
determine the extent employment 
and earnings among persons receiving 
aid the blind September 1950, the 
last month before the $50 exemptions 
were permitted. 

Bowker: Militant Liberal, 
McClung Fleming, Norman, Uni- 
versity Oklahoma Press, 1952. Flem- 
ing, college dean, has written com- 
prehensive biography unusual 
personality, famous the publishing 
field and the movement for political 
and civil service reform. Many persons 
familiar with contributions 
many fields may surprised read, 
the last chapter, his years 
blindness which preceded his death 
The author remarks, “It was 
typical Bowker that rose above 
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this handicap and determined live 
out his life though defect were 
“Life Calls Blind Doctor,” Life, 
34, March 1953. picture story 
illustrating the daily life and work 
French doctor who lost his sight 
years ago. Very brief text. 
“Blind Welfare Italy,” Gwyneth 
Wallis, Social Service, 26, No. 
Autumn, 1952. The report techni- 
cal adviser sent the United Nations 
Italy 1951, the request the 
Italian Government advise the 
setting Home Teaching Serv- 
ice there. 
“The Education Robert Smith- 
das,” Carol Hughes, Coronet, 34, 
No. May 1953. The story the first 
man doubly handicapped deafness 
and blindness, earn college degree, 
years after the same accomplishment 
Helen Keller—the story how 
reached his goal and paved the way for 
other deaf-blind students attend 
schools not operated especially for the 
handicapped. 


The Early Years Chorleywood Col- 
lege, compiled Phyllis Monk, Lon- 
don, National Institute for the Blind, 
n.d. This detailed day-to-day record 
the first and only English school for the 
higher education girls with little 
sight, was prepared its first head- 
mistress, who continued office from 
1920 1944. Quotations 
uates, teachers and friends add interest 
the factual content. 
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Chil- 
dren, Harry Baker, Ph.D., revised 
edition, Y., Macmillan, 1953. The 
first edition this book came out 
1944. Pages 27-89, chapters and 
deal with defective vision, the partially 
seeing, and the blind. 


HELEN KELLER ACCOMPANIED Polly 
Thomson left April her pro- 
jected two-month tour Central and 
South America. Miss Keller’s trip 
sponsored the American Foundation 
for Overseas Blind and will take 
visits and consultations with schools, 
workshops and other activities for the 
blind Brazil, Chile, Peru, Panama 
and Mexico. 

Recent news indicates that spectacu- 
lar results have already been achieved 
behalf the blind and deaf citizens 
the countries which she has visited 
during the early stages her tour. She 
has been received with acclaim all 
her public meetings, and the inspira- 
tional quality her appeals for con- 
structive activity aid the physical 
handicapped has led the following 
developments. 

Rio Janeiro, public support 
has been obtained for the creation 
regional organization serve the 
blind, which, planned, should 
operate along lines similar those 
followed state commissions for the 
blind this country. report from 
the Benjamin Constant School for the 
Blind that city indicates that force- 
ful action being taken improve 
the scope and quality its work 
the educational field. 

The all-important Industrialists 
Chamber Commerce Sao Paulo 
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Helen Keller South American 


You Die Today, Baynard Ken- 
drick, N.Y., Morrow, 1952. Another 
the popular mystery stories centering 
around the blind detective, Duncan 
Maclain, who this time has his client 
blinded Korean veteran -entangled 
web damaging evidence. 


has pledged that will launch study 
locate suitable job openings for the 
blind industry and provide train- 
ing facilities for potential blind work- 
ers. The governor Sao Paulo state 
and the mayor Sao Paulo city have 
promised maintain the generous 
support that has been extended 
their respective offices the Fundacao 
para Livro Cego Brasil during 
recent years that the Fundacao’s 
plans for widely expanded service 
may achieved. During Miss Keller’s 
stay Santiago, the government 
Chile announced that million pesos 
(64 thousand dollars) has been appro- 
priated finance the construction 
new government school for the blind 
and government school for the deaf. 
Following brief visit Concepcion, 
Miss Keller will return Santiago 
lay the cornerstones for these new 
buildings, after which she will continue 
her journey through Peru, Panama 
and Mexico. 

Public recognition Miss Keller’s 
outstanding contribution the well- 
being the blind has been evidenced 
during her current tour the pre- 
sentation her the Order the 
Southern Cross from the Government 
Brazil and the High Order Merit 
the government Santiago and the 
conferring honorary doctorate 
the University Chile. 
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Meeting Held Western 


Conference Teachers 


THE SEVENTH ANNUAL Meeting the 
Western Conference Home Teachers 
the Adult Blind (now called the 
Western Conference Teachers the 
Adult Blind) was held Boise, Idaho, 
from April 18, 1953. excellent 
program, planned largely Miss 
Uldine Gortin, Instructor the Adult 
Blind, Idaho State Department Pub- 
lic Assistance, reported. The theme 
was “Special Education for the Adult 
Blind.” 

The change name noted above was 
one the formal actions voted the 
organization. 

New officers were elected. They are: 
President, Jack Yeaman Wyoming; 
Vice-President, Mrs. Francis Virgin 
Marcelino California; Recording 
Secretary, Mrs. Juliet Bindt Califor- 
nia; Corresponding Secretary, Malcolm 
Medler Oregon; and Treasurer, Mr. 
Jesse Anderson Utah. 

Next year’s meeting being planned 
for Phoenix, Arizona, April, 1954. 
The plan move largely the 
method workshop discussions. 

The banquet speaker was John Car- 
ver, blind, United States District At- 
torney for twenty years. Speaking his 
experience, remarked that blind 
attorney has guarantee satisfaction. 

The Conference was entertained 
the dairy farm blind Orville Casey, 
who enthusiastic about farming 
profession for the blind. 

The Western Conference Teach- 
ers the Adult Blind would like 
share with other professional workers 
the fruits three its research com- 
mittees. The Western Conference will 


June, 1953 


have all these reports put into braille, 
and mimeographed form. Then in- 
terested individuals agencies can buy 
them bulk lots minimum cost, 
distributed their pupils. Those in- 
terested should write the Corresponding 
Secretary, Malcolm Medler, 8427 
Yamhill, Portland, 16, Oregon. 
stamped, addressed envelope would fa- 
cilitate replies. 

Miss Blanche Lamb Utah 
compiled exhaustive list braille 
cooking receipts and books, including 
their prices and publishers. 

The Music Committee under the 
Chairmanship Jesse Anderson 
Utah and greatly aided Ruth Yea- 
man Wyoming, completing sur- 
vey the field. There 
raphies braille music text books, 
braille relating music, teaching meth- 
ods, aids home teachers and students 
learning music, religious music, folk 
music, instruments, etc. 

Henry Bindt California was 
chairman committee discuss the 
braille writing that could given 
teachers their pupils, entirely 
voluntary basis and only apt stu- 
dents. Those who could perform the 
test with minimum number errors 
would given, the Western Con- 
ference, Certificate Proficiency 
Braille Writing. Directions for giving 
the test and sentences illustrating the 
rules for Standard English Braille will 
put into braille for teachers use 
experimental teaching material. 
hoped that before the next Conference 
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meeting these teachers will give their 
comments about such test, the mate- 
rial should should not contain, 
and the reaction those who attempted 
this proficiency. 

The Western Conference was espe- 
cially pleased have special guests 
from the American Foundation for the 
Blind, Miss Annette Dinsmore, Con- 
sultant for the Deaf-Blind, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Ritter, who brought 
extensive display appliances and 
tools, plus several lenses aid the par- 
tially sighted. 


LIBRARY CONFERENCE 


The following program has been ar- 
ranged for the meeting the American 
Library Association Committee 
Work with the Blind the Los An- 
geles Conference June. The 
meeting scheduled for 8:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, June 23. 


ADMINISTRATIVE PROBLEMS LIBRARIES 
FOR THE BLIND 


Moderator: 
Luther Evans, Librarian Con- 
gress. 

Panel members: 
John Eastlick, Denver Public Li- 
brary, Librarian; 
John Jacobs, New Orleans Public 
Library, Librarian; 
John Richards, Seattle Public Li- 
brary, Librarian. 

Topics: 
Growth library service the 
blind. 
Fiscal problems facing libraries for 
the blind. 
Operational problems concern 
libraries for the blind. 
Possibilities for future improvements 
library service for the blind. 


Discussion. 
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Mrs. Recording Secretary 
the Western Conference Teachers 
the Adult Blind. native Los An- 
geles, she worked her way through Scripps 
College and the University California, 
where she did graduate work Social 
Welfare. 

Active the civic life California, 
Mrs. Bindt has also participated many 
activities among blind people and or- 
ganizations their behalf. She was one 
the organizers the Western Confer- 
ence Home Teachers the Adult Blind 
1946, and was its president the first four 
years. She the author Handbook 
for the Blind”, published MacMillan 
last year. 

Mrs. Bindt has been blind since the 
age 13. 


HELEN KELLER WRITES enthusiastically this 
month her mission the Near East, 
which she carried out the Spring 
1952. 


STRONG NATURAL INCLINATION 
est radio and electronics that manifested 
itself boyhood, plus conviction that 
electronics holds excellent possibilities for 
blind persons, has motivated Robert 
Gunderson through the years, and the 
beginning the face much skepticism. 
student the New York Institute for 
the Education the Blind Mr. Gunderson 
taught his fellow students the intricacies 
radio, and coached them groups 
throughout the years the present, until 
well over 100 boys have successfully passed 
examinations and received amateur op- 
erator licenses. Mr. Gunderson editor 
the Braille Technical Press, instructor 
electronics the New York Institute for 
the Education the Blind, and addi- 
tion retained consulting engineer 
the present time seven commercial 
radio and television manufacturers and 
near New York. 
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Classified Corner 


This department New Outlook 
service readers who wish publish 
notices positions open for application 
well those who are seeking employ- 
ment the field work for the blind 
deaf-blind. charge made and 
will print many space will per- 
mit. The publishers not vouch for 
statements advertisers. 

also will print without charge 
miscellaneous notices interest pro- 
fessional workers which are non- 
commercial nature. All other advertis- 
ing will accepted advertising rates 
which are available request. 

Address correspondence to: New Out- 
look for the Blind, West Street, 
New York 11, 


Young man (blind), thirty- 
two years old, desires position rehabilitation 
employment counselor with agency for the 
blind. degree Social Sciences and 
LL. degree. Experienced high school teacher, 
counselor, and social case worker for phy- 
sically handicapped. Write: Box 1-B. 


COUNSELING SEEKS POSITION with 
established growing agency with pro- 
fessional staff serving the total rehabilitation 
needs clients. Can: diagnose 
clients’ problems through evaluation, psycho- 
logical testing, personal and vocational coun- 
seling; plan and carry out rehabilitation pro- 
grams including industrially oriented adjust- 
ment, training, and placement; 
research related such services. Ph. re- 
quirements completed Vocational Rehabili- 
tation. Experience community agencies and 
hospitals serving the rehabilitation needs 
blind and otherwise disabled clients. Address 
replies New Outlook for the Blind, Box 2-B. 


agency offering services area prevention 
blindness, restoration sight, and rehabili- 
tation the blind: Field Representative for 
the state program for the blind. One year 
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graduate training and four years professional 
social work experience two years graduate 
training and three years experience. Responsi- 
ble for program within geographical district 
and supervises local departments welfare 
administration service program. Limited 
direct client contacts. Must own and drive 
car. Vocational Rehabilitation Supervisor; 
graduation from accredited four year col- 
lege university plus least five years 
responsible professional employment 
field vocational rehabilitation allied fields. 
Graduate study may substituted for some 
the required experience. Responsible for 
co-ordinating and supervising state wide pro- 
gram vocational rehabilitation for the blind. 
Home Teacher work western part state. 
Experience and training preferred. Write State 
Department Social Welfare Kansas, 801 
Harrison Street, Topeka, Kan., attention Mr. 
Harry Hayes, Director, Services for the 
Blind. 
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Chair Cane Cane Webbing 
Reeds and 


Complete Line Seating Materials 


AMERICAN REEDCRAFT CORPORATION 
Hawthorne 


FREE CIRCULARS UPON REQUEST 


Earn More with 


Have you looked through your copy our 1952 leathercraft catalogue 
lately? Over 150 articles, designed sell the general public, are fully 
illustrated and described. 


You cannot have successful sales without sufficient 
variety goods sell. Place your trial order for 
new merchandise today—and have time 
boost your holiday sales and holiday earnings. 


LEATHER COMPANY 


Colchester, Conn. 


Wallets, keycases, coinpurses, ladies’ handbags and 
shoulder bags, leather and plastic belts for men 
and women, combcases, cigarette cases, moccasins, 
suspenders, gift sets, general craft supplies. Free 
42-page catalogue. 


AMERICAN RATTAN AND REED CO. 
268 Norman Avenue, Brooklyn 22, 


Manufacturers long selected chair cane, 
cane webbing, reed spline, and basketry 
reed for over one hundred twenty-two years. 
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